
For nearly 128 years, Northwestern Settlement has 
nurtured, educated, and inspired children and families in 
need in Chicago to disrupt generational poverty. Focusing 
on changing lives through education, social services, and 
the arts, Northwestern Settlement’s programs are fully 

intergrated to meet the complex needs of our neighbors.

Our comprehensive approach to community building 
provides our neighbors immediate assistance for 

short-term emergencies as well as the resources to change 
their circumstances and providing them access to a 

city-wide network of additional programs and services.

We were founded in 1891 in the West Town neighborhood 
by a group of Northwestern Univeristy faculty and staff. 

We still serve the surrounding community, as well as 90% 
of Chicago’s ZIP Codes. Forever progressive, we look to the 
next 128 years of momentum in the fight against poverty.
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Do you remember the first time nature truly astounded you? 
Perhaps you were overwhelmed by a night sky full of stars, like so 
many campers at House In The Wood. Many of them, like Laila, 
have never seen the night sky lit up with stars or heard the lake 
lapping against a dock as they fell asleep. In fact, camps such as 
House In The Wood encourage social-emotional growth just as 
much as they promote traditional camp activities such as archery 

and swimming.

House In The Wood provides an incredible opportunity to 
remove children from their urban confines and grow in nature. 
The children who attend receive hands-on STEM education, as 
well as social-emotional skills that will help them develop and 
disrupt the generational poverty they live in. Without supporters 
like you, it is impossible to give these campers the life-changing 

experience House In The Wood can provide.

Change the story of children like Laila today by giving a gift.

Your gift will provide our campers with hands-on learning 
experiences that they may not have in school, as well as crucial 
social-emotional skills such as confidence and teamwork. These 
children will find an inner peace out in the woods that they had 
not known before. Most importantly, they will see the stars they 

never knew existed with your help.

Will you help change the story?

About House In 
The Wood

Since 1910, Northwestern 
Settlement has operated 

House In The Wood camp. 
Although our location 

changed a few times, we have 
been in our current location in 

Delavan, Wisconsin since 
1951. As an American Camp 
Association accredited camp, 
we serve children from across 
Chicago in our serene natural 

setting.

We exist to foster growth and 
responsibility in our campers, 

so that they may return to 
their community as leaders. 
We provide them these tools 

through social-emotional 
learning in a safe and natural 
environment with adult role 

models who exhibit these 
values and a positive 

atmosphere where campers 
can be themselves.

Summer Camp

Our campers are ages 7-12 
and come for two week 

sessions. They have a full 
range of camp activities, 

including swimming, boating, 
outdoor education, and tree 

climbing. Our teen camp 
offers teens age 13-17 to build 
on those activities, and those 
with high leadership potential 
are selected to come back the 
following  summer as Leaders 

In Training to develop their 
leadership even further!

Outdoor Education 
Residencies

During the school year, HITW 
offers day trips and 2-4 day 

residential programs for 
grades 3-12. Students and 

teachers get hands-on 
experience with STEM 

education with our innovative 
curriculum. Students are also 

able to participate in 
traditional camp activities.


