


History of the DuSable
Founded in 1961 by Dr. Margaret Burroughs and a group of fellow educators and scholars, the 
DuSable Museum of African American History is the oldest independent museum of its kind. 
The mission of the DuSable is to promote understanding and inspire appreciation of the 
achievements, contributions, and experiences of African Americans through exhibits, programs 
and activities that illustrate African and African American history, culture and art.

The museum moved to its current location in historic Washington Park in 1973. In 2009, the 
DuSable acquired the Daniel Burnham-designed Roundhouse across the street. When renova-
tions are complete, DuSable will be the first museum campus dedicated to African American art 
and culture. In March 2016, the DuSable Museum was granted Smithsonian Institution Affiliate 
status, giving the museum a world-class standing in the heart of Chicago. 

Annual Events

Martin Luther King Jr. Day   January
Black History Month    February
Women’s History Month   March
A Night of 100 Stars Gala   June
Smithsonian Day    September
Founder’s Day     November
Holiday/Kwanzaa Celebration  December

For more information, including the most 
up-to-date events calendar, please visit

www.dusablemuseum.org/events
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